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Historian Mike Cochran made the discovery of 
a lifetime in a junk yard on Tortola, an island in 
the British Virgin Islands: a vessel named Kodiak 
Queen. After some research, Cochran realized he 
had stumbled upon a U.S. Navy Fuel Barge, first 
launched in September 1940 as YO-44. Digging 
deeper, it turned out that the vessel was actually 
one of five surviving ships that witnessed the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. In fact, YO-44 had carried 
over 100,000 gallons of airplane fuel to keep the 
U.S. fleet fueled and ready to fight. When found, it 
was apparent the decommissioned ship had been 
renamed and used as a fishing boat. 

Cochran felt the ship had “an important place in 
American history” and set up a website to draw 
attention to her with the hope that her metal 
construction wouldn’t be scrapped. As fate would 
have it, his discovery fell into the lap of English 
investor and philanthropist, Sir Richard Branson.  
It was then the idea to create a man-made coral 
reef with the Kodiak Queen was hatched. 

But besides sinking the WW II ship off shore  
of Virgin Gorda, a British Virgin Island, the team 
wanted to create the site into a diving destination 
– or “art dive site”. To do so, they constructed  
a massive kraken, or mythical squid, with  
80-foot-long steel wire tentacles. The giant squid 
sits on top of the old ship and is the perfect place 
for marine habitats. 

As Cochran stated on his website, YO-44  
“served us once, so maybe, with some optimism, 
we can return the favor.” 

U.S. Fuel Barge & 
a Massive Steel Squid

What Does a decommissioned

 have in Common?

News on demand.

When you need it fast!
Whether you’re just getting started or in the middle of a project, 
time is money. That’s why Texas Iron & Metal offers fast on-site 
loading, same-day or next-day delivery. Get what you need 
and get back to work — that’s supply on demand! 

True or false: 

Only tom (male)  
turkeys gobble.

Answer

check out  
our surplus 
supply.
Texas Iron & Metal is proud 
to be your ally for Prime and 
Less-Than-Prime© strip and 
flat bar in many thicknesses 
and dimensions!

Buy surplus strip and  
flat bar today!

Click Here

See if you can answer 
the question.

we want You 
to take a guess.

Call Today!  Contact us to learn more. 
713.672.7595

713.672.7595  |  865 Lockwood Drive  |  Houston, Texas 77020   
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Have a question for Texas Iron & Metal? Want to know more about the stories  
seen here or a product? SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT!

PRODUCTS OFFERED:

BUY NOW!

Don’t see what you’re looking for? Give us a call and if we  
don’t have what you’re looking for, we’ll help you find the right  
product or size, just for you.

Need products with traceable mill certificates? In addition to surplus 
product, we’ve got industry-compliant material with available mill test reports 
ready for purchase. 

Need materials quickly? With inventory located in various locations nationwide, 
we sell and ship material quickly to fulfill the needs of our customers, which 
include fabricators and shipyards across the U.S.

Read the full article »
Watch part of the documentary »
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